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ANNUAL  REPORT  of  the  Attorney  GerieML 

Attorney  General's  Office,  ) 

Lansing,  January  1, 1854.      J 

To  Sis  Excellency,  Andrew  Parsons,  Governor  of  Michigan: 

Sir — In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  law,  T  submit  herewith 
my  report  of  the  business  of  this  office  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-three. 

The  case  of  the  People,  at  the  relation  of  one  of  my  predecessors 
against  the  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  MtcomD  ddurity 
Bank,  was  argued  and  submitted  at  the  last  Januaiy  term,  tn  this'  Case, 
it  wfll  be  seen  by  reference  to  my  last  annual  report,  that  an  appeal  wks 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  from  the  decree  of  the  Judge  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  of  "Wayne  county,  sitting  as  Chancellor.  ,ijThe  decree  of 
the  latter  Court,  dismissing  the  bill  filed  in  the  case,  was  Bustamed, 
affirming  in  effect  the  validity  of  the  charter. 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  I  filed  an  Information  in  the  nature 
of  a  quo  warranto,  at  the  relation  of  D.  Darwin  Hughes,  Esq.,  against 
Charles  8.  May,  to  enquire  by  what  authority  he  assumed  to  exercise 
the  office  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Calhoun.  At  the  general  elec- 
tion of  the  preceding  November,  the  respondent  received-  a  majority 
of  the  votes  for  that  office,  but  it  was  claimed  that  he  was  ineligible, 
not  being,  at  the  time  of  hi»  election,  an  attorney  at  law.    The  case  was 
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argued  and  submitted  at  the  July  term,  but  the  court  being  equally  oY 
vided  in  opinion,  a  re-argument  was  ordered. 

In  the  case  of  the  people  against  Henry  I.  Higgins,  on  an  Informa- 
tion to  enquire  by  what  warrant  he  exercised  the  office  of  Judge  of 
Probate  of  Genesee  county,  judgment  of  ouster  was  pronounced  at 
the  Kalamazoo  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  >  the  relator,  Warren 
Lake,  Esq.,  declared  to  be  entitled  to  the  office.  The  proceeding  wat 
based  upon  various  errors  in  the  action  of  the  board  of  canvassers,  k 
the  allowance  and  rejection  of  votes. 

Prior  to  the  last  July  term,  I  filed  in  the  Supreme  Court,  Informa- 
tion against  the  Michigan  Southern  and  the  Erie  &  Kalamazoo  Rail 
road  Companies.  The  proceedings  were  commenced  at  th  a  relation  of 
Ira  N.  Grosvenor,  acting  as  the  agent  and  attorney  of  numerous  citi- 
zens of  Monroe,  who  felt  themselves  aggrieved,  in  consequence  of  the 
diversion  of  trade  and  travel  from  the  city  of  Monroe  to  Toledo,  by  the 
way  of  the  Erie  <t  Kalamazoo  Railroad.  It  was  averred  in  the  com- 
plaint of  the  relator,  that  the  connection  of  the  two  roads  at  Adrian 
was  unauthorized ;  that  it  changed  practically  the  eastern  terminus  of 
the  Michigan  Southern  Railroad ;  that  the  Michigan  Southern  Railroacl 
Company  had  violated  it  in  leasing  for  its  use  the  road  from  Adrian  to 
Toledo;  and  that  the  Erie  &  Kalamazoo  Railroad  Company  had,  by 
the  terms  of  the  lease,  virtually  surrendered  its  franchises. 

The  following  cases,  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court  by  writs  of 
error,  were  argued  and  submitted  at  the  January  term,  viz :  Schoonover, 
t*.  the  people;  Mills,  vs.  the  people;  and  Showerman,  vs.  the  people. 
In  the  two  first  named  cases,  the  verdicts  were  set  aside  and  new  trial?. 
granted. 

The  achedwie  herewith  annexed,  marked  "A,"  contains  abstracts  of 
the  reports  of  the  several  Prosecuting  Attorneys  of  this  State,  so  far  ae 
they  have  been  received  at  this  office. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WILLIAM  HALE, 
Attorney  General. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


CASES    PROSECUTED    BY    IXDICTMENT. 
Total  number  of  Indictments  found,  ami  embraced  in  this  Report, 33CI. 

Administering  deadly  poison , I 

Adultery, '> 

Assault  and  Battery, 31 

Assault,  with  intent  to  kill, 1- 

Assault,  with  intent  to  commit  a  rape, 4 

Assault,  with  intent  to  commit  a  robbery, 1 

Arson, 4 

Bastardy 1 

S'RMoy, J 

Breaking    jail, 4 

Burglary, •' 

Crime  against  Nature, - 

Embezxlement, ^ 

Kscapc, 4 

Extortion, - 4 

False   Pretense?, 1- 

Korcible  Entry 1 

Forgery, ■• 

Having  Oounterfet  Money  in  possession,  with  intent  to  pass  the  same, 0 

Incest, 1 

Illegal  Voting, * 

Keeping  Gambling  House, 2 

Keeping  House  of  111  Fame, 0 

Larceny, 9C 

Lewd  and  Lascivious  Co-habitation, 4 

Libel, r, 

Malicious  Mischief, Ir) 

Malicious    Trespass, " 

Maintenance,  1 

Manslaughter, ^ 

Misdemeanor, C 

Murder, - 

*«glecting  to  pay  over  moneys  collected, 1 

Nuiaance, 11 


36  Dot. 

Obstructing    Ilighway, 2 

Passing  Counterfeit  Money, K. 

Perjury, 2) 

Rape, 8 

Resisting  Officer, <f 

Rescse I 

Riot _ C 

Receiving  Stolen  Goods.. 3 

Robbery. S 

Seduction, r, 

Selling  Unwholesome  Provisions. ) 

Trespass  on  Stata  Lands, i 

Total, .1.13 


<;onvictoi  and  Imprisoned,  or  Fined,. 

8 1 ill  Pe  a  din  g , 

Acquitted, 

Under   Recognizance, 

Nolle  Prosequi, 

Indictments  Quashed, 

Escaped,  

Wot  Arrested, 


CASS3    PROSECUTED    OTHERWISE    THAN    BV    INDICTMENT. 

Administering  Dead'y  Poison, J 

Adultery 2 

Arson,... 'A 

Assault  and  Battery, 184 

Assault,  with  intent  to  kill, H- 

Bastardy. '■> 

Contempt  of  Court, J 

Disorderly  Conduct, 30 

Disturbing  Religious  Meeting 1 

Escape I 

False    Pretenses, ' 

Fraud, 5 

IfavlD g  Counterfeit  Money  in  possession,  with  intent  to  pass  the  same, I 

Larceny, C< 

Lewd  and   Lascivious  Co-habitation, ' 

Malicious  Mischief, )<> 

Murder 1 

Obstructing    Highway, $ 

obstructing    Railroad  track, J 

Passing  Counterfeit   money, 11 

Perjury, •' 
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Procuring  Abortion, f 

'Jape,' 1 

Resisting  Officer. -2 

Seduction, :: 

Trespass  on  State  Land?, i 

ThToats  of  Persona]  Violence, 2i 

Venii^g  Spirituous  Liquors  to  Iirdiacs, I 

Vending  Spirituous  Liquors  without  License, <; 

Vending  unwholesome  Provisions, ! 


Absconded, 7 

Acquitted, 4?> 

Con  vie ltd  and  fined 140 

Convicted  and  sentenced  to  Imprisonment  in  County  Jail, 50 

Committed  to  County  Jai!  for  w»i:t  of  sureties,  to  keep  the  peace, 4 

Discharged, 1)4 

Discontinued, 1.' 

Not   Arrested, ]<> 

Keccgniiedto  apear  at  Circuit  Court, 42 

Beccgnized  to  leep  the  Peace, 27 

£t:ll  Pending, 14 
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TABLE,  showing  the  number  of  Convictions  upon  Indictments,  and 
the  period  for  which  the  convicted  were  sentenced  to  Imprisonment 
in  the  State  Prison: 


COUNTIES. 

1 

£ 

1 

i 

s 

i 

«j 

i 

i 

£ 

3 

1 

j 

'i 

"1 

1 

Berrien, 

2 

i 

Hillsdale 

3 

l 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Macomb 

'] 

St.  Clair, 

St.  Joseph, 

l 

1 

3 

1 
1 

'2 

'i 

i 

'1 

5 

Wayne 

1 

6 

2 

31.. 

17 

Total, 

-ft 

